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Club.  She  has  also  served  on  domestic  and  Committee.  Church,  lackson,  is  shown  at  the  Parthenon  buildi 

international  mission  teams.  "My  youth  avid  photographer,  Royals  is  one  of  12  teenagers 

She  plans  to  attend  Baptist-affiliated  minister  at  the  country  to  participate  in  Truth  Quest:  Calitorni, 

Mississippi  College  in  Clinton  in  the  fall,  church  told  me  show  to  be  aired  on  FamilyNet.  (BR  special  photo) 
and  study  either  music  or  art.  about  this  min- 

TruthQuest:  California  will  introduce  istry,"  Royals  said,  "and  I  had  to  send  in  plete  with  fun  bios, 
the  concept  of  reality  television  to  an  application  and  a  video.  I  cot  the  call  Bible  study  and  the  pl. 
FamilyNet,  a  24-hour  values  network  run  that  Fd  been  accepted,  and  boy,  was  I  website  will  be  operal 
by  the  North  American  Mission  Board's  excited.  of  this  year. 

Broadcast  Communications  Group.  "When  I  get  back  to  Jackson,  I'm  sup-  "It  has  been  said  tha 

Baptist  Press  will  sponsor  FamilyNet  posed  to  get  withany  friends  and  start  an  is  timeless,"  said  Will 
camera  crews  that  will  follow  the  12  teens  accountability  group,"  Royals  said.  "This  for  new's  services  for  tl 
on  a  16-day  quest  to  discover  missions  isn't  the  kind  of  thing  I  can  do  without  Executive  Committee 
and  ministry  in  California.  support."  tor  of  Baptist  Press  in  ; 
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Church  in  San  Diegos  IN  SEARCH  OF  THE  TRUTH  —The  Truth  Quest:  California  team  spent  a  week-'T.ity, 
surfboarding  ministry.  end  in  Nashville,  in  preparation  for  their  week-long  mission  event  and  reality  -  Georg 
They  will  join  '  the  based  TV  show.  Pictured,  (front  row  from  left)  are  Richard  Sparkman,  Franklin,  Louisi 

church  for  worship  and  Tenn.;  Sarah  Brown,  Youngstown,  Ohio;  Andy  Botts,  Cleveland,  Tenn.;  middle  row,  Stui 

baptisms  on  the  beach.  Josh  Merritt,  Dacula,  Ga.;  Shanna  Hawkins,  Winston-Salem,  N.  C.;  Katie  Royals,  based 
During  the  following  Jackson;  Janie  Jo  Allen,  Arvada,  Colo.;  Cara  Yates,  Cleveland,  Tenn.;  back  row,  ability 
week,  the  team  will  meet  David  Hicks,  Cleveland,  Tenn.;  Tim  Harms,  Franklin,  Tenn.;  Freeman  Field,  New  sions, 
Christian  stars  in  York  City;  and  Chip  Luter,  New  Orleans,  La.  (BR  special  photo)  comm 
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bill  didn't  see  the  light  of  day,  and  ing  the  biggest  hit  in  the  I  I 

iippi  Baptists  should  applaud.  A  latest  round  of  state  budget  -  I  1 

al  to  allow  the  state's  public  univer-  cuts,"  states  the  lead  para-  j  I 

sities  to  teach  gambling  courses  —  graph  in  the  page  one  story  I _ I 

an  annual  favorite  of  the  gam-  in  The  Clarion-Ledger  of  ^ 

bling/political  complex  — :  was  not  February  14.  To  date, 

brought  up  for  a  committee  vote  almost  $62,000,000  has  _  j 

this  year.  Save  any  last-minute  been  cut  from  the  state's  j 

heroics  by  the  bill's  supporters,  it's  public  education  funds.  I 

dead  for  another  session.  \  That's  more  than  most 

There  are  a  lot  of  MississiW>ians  schools  can  bear.  "I  don't 
who  don't  understand  why  the  gam-  see  how  any  public  school 
biers  can't  foot  the  bill  to  train  their  districts  can  continue  to 
own  employees,  without  depending  sustain  these  kinds  of  cuts, 
on  the  taxpayers  to  do  their  work  for  especially  not  at  this  time  of 
them.  That's  a  good  question.  year,"  said  Hinds  County 

What's  next?  A  major  in  liquor  Schools  Superintendent  U||||||n^|| 
store  management?  Tobacco  Sales  Phyfa  Eiland,  in  The 
101?  A  masters  degree  in  bartend-  Clarion-Ledger  article. 
ing?  Don't  laugh  —  we're  already  Madison  County  Schools 
far  past  the  point  on  the  slippery  will  be  forced  to  lay  off  at  least  26  teachers 
slope  where  we  can  turn  back,  because  of  the  state  funding  cuts. 
What  seemed  ludicrous  20  years  ago  is  Superintendent  Mike  Kent  told  the  Madison 
often  the  accepted  social  custom  of  today.  County  Herald  in  its  February  21  edition. 

After  all,  who  would  have  thought  20  "Right  now,  we're  in  a  situation  where 
years  ago  that  we  would  allow  total  the  bottom  line  is  we've  got  to  keep  the 
strangers  to  cart  nearly  $3,000,000,000  out  lights  on,"  said  Kent,  who  nas  been  forced 
of  Mississippi  each  year  without  us  so  to  freeze  all  spending  and  fears  even  more 
much  as  blinking  an  eye?  That’s  right  —  drastic  action  will  be  necessary  next  year. 
Mississippi  casinos  had  another  record  The  question  that  demands  to  be  asked 
year  of  income  in  2001,  approaching  the  of  legislators,  year  after  year,  is:  Where’s 
three-billion-dollar  mark.  the  money  we  were  promised  gambling 

That's  good  for  Mississippi,  right?  would  bring  in? 

Weren't  we  promised  that  gambling  would  The  public  schools  certainly  aren't  get- 
solve  all  our  state's  money  problems?  ting  it.  Neither  are  state  agencies,  who  after 
Didn't  they  tell  us  that  no  school  would  the  public  schools  had  to  bear  the  remain¬ 
der  again  have  to  do  without  state  of  the  ing  brunt  of  the  total  $116,800,000  in  budget 
art  facilities  and  equipment?  Wasn't  cuts.  Ditto  for  public  universities,  commu- 
Mississippi's  unemployment  rate  sup-  nity  colleges,  and  the  Medicaid  program, 
pifeed  to  drop  through  the  floor?  Almost  three  billion  dollars  in  income, 

TWell,  it  didn't  quite  happen  that  way.  and  the  casinos  want  the  taxpayers's 
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A  few  choice  servants  have 
•'  -/ireceived  a  special  call 
ftom  God.  They  are  vocational 
evangelists.  I  have  experiences 
with  them  in  two  areas  of  service. 

First,  the  ministries  of  voca¬ 
tional  evangelists  blessed  my 
ministry  as  pastor  and  the  min¬ 
istries  of  the  churches  I  served. 
They  were  a  constant  source  to 
motivate  and  mobilize  the 
church  to  do  evangelism,  and 
they  were  effective  at  drawing 
the  net  to  reach  the  lost. 

Secondly,  during  my  seven 
vears  as  a  vocational  evangelist 
1  experienced  the  joy  of  victo¬ 
ries  in  the  churches  and  con¬ 
ventions  of  our  state  and 
nation  brought  on  by  the  dedi¬ 
cation  and  sacrifices  of  voca¬ 
tional  evangelists. 

The  fields  are  indeed 
"white  unto  harvest"  in  this 
twenty-first  century  culture. 
With  all  its  challenges,  this 
day  offers  unprecedented 
opjportunities.  The  biblical 
office  and  gift  in  the  New 
Testament  church  known  as 
the  evangelist  is  as  viable  in 
the  twenty-first  century  as  it 
was  in  the  twentieth  century. 

The  various  methods  of  the 


God  continues  to  call  evan¬ 
gelists  as  his  laborers  into  the 
fields  to  assist  his  churches  in 
the  eternal  work  of  evange¬ 
lism.  May  God  use  this 
mighty  resource  in  your  min¬ 
istry  as  one  tool  for  develop¬ 
ing  winning  strategies  in  the 
twenty-first  century  to  help 
bring  Mississippi  and  the 
world  to  Jesus. 

Also,  please  contact 
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Be  blessed  by  a 
vocational  evangelist 

By  S.A.  "Sonny"  Adkins,  director 
Evangelism  Department,  MBCB 


I  Also,  please  contact  vour 
Mississippi  Baptist  Evangelism 
ive  changed  Mississippi's  vocational  Department  whenever  we  can 
but  the  mes-  evangelists  are  capable  and  pre-  be  of  assistance  in  vour  evange- 
ain  the  same  pared.  They  recently  hosted  an  listic  emphases.  The  depart- 
entire  session  of  the  2002  ment  can  provide  a  list  of  evan- 
irch  leaders,  Mississippi  Baptist  State  gelists  and  otherwise  help  in 
you  as  you  Evangelism  Conference,  and  our  the  planning  of  your  emphases, 
alendar  and  cups  were  filled  to  overflowing!  The  address  is  P.O.  Box  530, 
prayerfully  These  evangelists  are  avail-  Jackson,  MS  39205-0530. 
iting  a  able  to  you  for  crusades.  Telephone:  (601)  292-3278  or 
ional  evan-  revivals,  conferences,  concerts,  toll-free  outside  Jackson  (8LX1) 
in  revival  and  training.  They  can  make  a  748-1651,  ext.  278.  E-rrrail: 
church?  significant  contribution  to  your  pbozeman@mbcb.org. 

evangelists  outreach  efforts.  Mississippi's  vocational 

lelping  bring  As  you  utilize  these  voca-  evangelists:  what  a  blessing! 

5.  These  men  tional  evangelists,  remember  . 

g  a  unique  that  thev  are  dependent  on  the  The  Mississippi  Baptist 
rm  to  vour  love  gifts  of  God's  people.  1  Evangelism  Department  ami  the 
rch  will  be  encourage  you  to  receive  them  annual  Mississippi  Baptist  State 
a  vocational  as  God's  gift  to  the  churches  Evangelism  Conference  are  sup- 
le  leading  of  they  serve,  and  bless  them  even  ported  by  the  Mississippi 
as  you  are  blessed.  Coofreratiiv  Program. 
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Missionaries  at  work  in  vacation  hotspot 


ORLANDO,  Fla.  — 
Forty  million  tourists 
annually  flock  to 
Orlando  to  be  enter¬ 
tained  to  their  heart's 
content.  If  Marc  and 
Sandra  Johnston  have 
their  way,  a  growing 
number  will  return  home 
with  changed  hearts. 

Johnston  serves  as 
resort  ministries  director 
for  the  Greater  Orlando 
Baptist  Association.  He 
and  Sandra  are  among 
the  featured  missionar¬ 
ies  of  the  North 
American  Mission 
Board's  2002  Week  of 
Prayer  for  North 
American  Missions, 
planned  for  March  3-10. 

Each  year  the 


imming  pools 
up  to  400  chil 


reaching  up 
dren  a  week  in  a  setting 
similar  to  a  Backyard  Bible 
Club.  By  reaching  the  chil¬ 
dren,  opportunities  arise 
to  minister  to  their  parents. 

•  For  the  last  three  years 
he  has  piloted  a  program 
where  students  are 
employed  at  hotels,  which 
gives  them  an  opportunity 
to  provide  complimentary 
chaplaincy  services  to  other 
employees  with  whQttV 
they  work.  Many  times 
that  relationship  orans 


~  -  doors  to  beginning  a 

"  on  property-,  a  Isa. . 

.  •  student 

...  secure  jobs  as  pool  mq» 

I  H manufacturaB 

(r  housing  communities 

_  *  He  coordinates  eiW? 

weeks  of  day  camSL 

GOSPEL  IN  PARADISE  —  Marc  Johnston  (left),  resort  ministries  director  for  ranging  from  four  totW 
the  Orlando  Baptist  Association,  talks  to  a  young  boy  participating  in  one  of  the  each  week.  With  50%  of 
many  Kids  Clubs  led  by  Southern  Baptist  summer  missionaries  at  Orlando  area  the  Central  Florida  popu- 
hotel  swimming  pools.  (Photo  By  Ken  Touchton)  lation  residing  in  multi- 

housing  settings,  many  of 
the  camps  are  held  in  apart¬ 
ments  and  manufactured  hous¬ 
ing  communities  which  prolif- 
more  erate  in  the  area, 
serious  direction  as  locaf  yolun- 
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Johnstons'  recruit  up  to  20 
college-age  youtn  to 
serve  on  creative  arts 
and  other  ministry 
teams  throughout 
Central  Florida,  sharing 
their  faith  as  they  pro¬ 
vide  entertainment  and  ministry. 

If  there's  an  empty  section  of 
sidewalk,  chances  are  the  stu¬ 
dents  will  stake  it  out  and 
transform  it  into  their  stage. 

"You  name  it,  our  creative 
arts  team  does  it,"  Johnston 
says  with  an  upbeat  optimism 
for  the  upcoming  tourist  sea¬ 
son.  When  it  comes  to  variety, 
he  works  to  be  sure  his  audi¬ 
ences  are  never  bored  and 
enjoy  every  performance. 

Musicians.  Vocalists.  Pup¬ 
peteers.  Jugglers.  Choreogra¬ 
phers.  There  s  even  a  fire  eater 
on  staff  to  mesmerize  the  audi¬ 
ences  with  flames  he  quenches  each  ni 
before  their  eyes. 

"We've  learned  that  we  can 
reach  a  lot  of  people  through  where 
nontraditional  methods," 

Johnston  says.  And  the  more 
non-traditional,  the  better,  in 
the  land  of  Shamu  the  Killer  complex 
Whale,  Mickey  and  Minnie,  C 
and  (King)  Kongfrontation.  evening. 


The 
Second 
Front  Page 


"Last  year  we  reported  200  David  Hicks,  a  US/C-2  mission- 
professions  of  faith  through  all  ary  from  Alabama,  as  he  per- 
of  our  ministries,  and  we've  forms  a  juggling  act.  Then  the 
had  an  increase  for  each  of  the  program  takes  a  si 
last  five  years.  Nearly  130  of  l' 
those  occurred  during  the  busy  teer  Peter  O'Driscoll  presents  the 
summer  tourist  season.  Gospel  using  fluorescent  paint. 

"We  use  a  variety  of  ways  to  Tne  glowing  colors  fascinate 
tell  the  Gospel  story  and  try  to  the  crowd  as  they  listen,  in  a 
present  it  in  a  different  light  so  fresh  new  way,  to  a  story  as  old 
people  will  understand  it  easier  as  the  ages.  Before  they  know 
than  through  a  traditional  ser-  it,  many  that  would  not  sit 
mon  approach."  through  a  sermon  have  heard 

The  scene  at  Church  Street  the  plan  of  salvation. 

Station  in  downtown  Orlando  Tne  schedule  for  the  creative 
says  it  all.  This  major  tourist  arts  team,  popular  with 
destination  attracts  thousands  tourists,  is  not  for  the  faint- 
ight,  with  larger  crowds  hearted.  The  team  regularly 
on  weekends.  Unofficially  performs  in  seven  different 
known  as  Party  Central,  it's  locations  Tuesday  through 
;  you  go  to  see  and  be  Friday  with  a  larger  program 
seen.  Johnston  has  gained  per-  featuring  the  knife-apple-torch 
mission  to  allow  tne  team  to  juggler  on  Saturday  evenings, 
perform  outside  of  the  massive  un  Sundays  they  split  up 
*  :  as  people  wait  to  enter,  into  praise  teams  ana  help  lead 
Gh  this  balmy  summer  in  worship  services  at  the 
the  crowd  is  attracted  to  Disney's  Polynesian  Resort  and 

in  small  churches. 

Resort  ministries  is  more  than 
just  creative  arts.  Johnston  also 
utilizes  up  to  30  student  volun¬ 
teers  in  a  variety  of  ways  away 
from  the  performance  mode. 

•  He  supervises  a  program  of 
nearly  30  Kids  Clubs  at  area 
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Supporting  misstonanes 

The  Annie  Armstrong  Easter  Offering  (AAEO)  for  North 
American  Missions  supports  missionaries  throughout  United 
States  and  Canada,  according  to  officials  of  foe  North  American 
Mission  Board  of  foe  Southern  Baptist  Convention.  Ask  mission¬ 
aries  what  AAEO  means  to  them,  and  they'll  readily  admit  that  it 
is  the  lifeblood  for  their  service.  When  Southern  Baptists  place 
their  money  in  foe  offering  plate,  they  ar 
foe  hands  of  a  missionary.  Every  dollar 


_  goes  to 

support  missionaries  on  the  field.  The  North  American  Mission 
Board  (NAMB)  works  in  partnership  with  state  conventions  to 
distribute  monies  given  through  the  AAEO  to  missionaries  and 
their  efforts.  Since  the  offering  was  named  for  Annie  Armstrong  in 
1934,  more  than  $800  million  has  been  received  by  NAMB  to  use 
in  reaching  people  in  the  United  States  and  Canada  for  Christ.  The 
2002  AAEO  National  Goal  is  $52  million.  The  largest  expenditure 
of  AAEO  funds,  about  75%,  is  for  salaries  (the  majority  of  mis¬ 
sionaries  are  jointly  funded  by  state  conventions  and  NAMB), 
health  benefits,  orientation,  and  ongoing  training  expenses  of  mis¬ 
sion  personnel.  About  18%  goes  toward  church-planting  expens¬ 
es.  AAEO  funds  provide  overhead  costs  for  starting  a  church  such 
as  rental  of  a  facility,  material,  and  promotional  expenses.  About 
seven  percent  goes  to  a  variety  of  evangelism  projects  such  as 
church  and  community  ministries,  resort  ministries,  and  literacy 
missions.  Projects  that  undergird  missionaries'  work,  such  as 
sports  evangelism.  Scripture  distribution,  pedal  evangelism 
events,  Internet  evangelism,  and  media  use  are  ways  missionaries 
use  AAEO  funds  to  impact  North  America  for  Christ  _ 


The  Southern  Baptist  Convention  Executive  Committee,  meeting  in  its 
regularly-scheduled  semi-annual  meeting  in  Nashville,  squarely  positions 
itself  against  homosexuality  and  against  two  North  Carolina  churches 
weighing  measures  sympathetic  to  homosexuality. 


This  year's  $22  million  national  goal  for  the  Annie  Armstrong  Easter 
Offering  for  Home  Missions  represents  the  largest  percentage  increase  of 
any  goal  in  the  offering's  88-year  history,  according  to  officials  of  the 
Home  Mission  Board  of  the  Southern  Baptist  Convention. 


"I  cannot  conceive  of  the  establishment  of  diplomatic  relations  with 
any  church...  1  will  oppose  the  nomination  of  anyone  to  go  as  ambassador 
to  the  Vatican,"  writes  Alabama  Senator  John  Sparkman  to  the  Executive 
Committee  of  the  Southern  Baptist  Convention. 
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i  —  churches,  starter  of  new  church- 
tired  es,  and  builder  of  the  association. 

Stu  There  were  mine  churches 
first,  and  one  mission  congregation 
lete-  when  he  was  named  director  of 
missions  in  1989.  Today,  there 
nt  of  are  21  churches  and  five  mis- 
,  Stu  sions  located  in  10  counties  in 
wife  south-central  Indiana.  The 
nore  Cundiffs  drive  about  2,000  miles 
,s  his  each  month  as  they  minister. 

last  "I  trv  to  visit  a  different 
rved  church  every  Sunday  morning," 
ntral  Stu  Cundiff said.  "I  call  the  pas- 
ana.  tor  in  advance  and  ask  him  if 
is  for  he's  going  to  be  in  the  pulpit, 
state  and  then  1  also  say,  if  possible, 
ocia-  and  it's  convenient  to  you.  I'd 
lirec-  like  to  take  you  to  lunch  after 
mar-  the  morning  worship  service.' 
etire-  "My  wile  jan  ana  I  take  the 
hern  pastor  and  his  wife  and  family  to 
—  lunch,"  Cundiff  continued.  "We 
ured  fellowship  with  them.  We  talk  to 
tries  them  about  their  family,  about  are  often  filled  with  English  as  a 
Jorth  their  concerns,  about  their  Second  Language  (ESL)  training 
can  church.  We  get  to  laugh  with  workshops  around  the  state, 
o  n  them;  we  get  to  cry  witn  them;  In  their  early  60s  and  in  rela- 
2002  we  get  to  pray  with  them.  That's  tivelv  good  health,  Stu  and  Jan 
of  what  I  call  pastoring  the  pastors."  Cundiff  carve  hours  from  their 
and  "Usually  not  a  day  goes  by  schedule  each  month  to  spend 
for  that  one  of  the  pastors  doesn't  with  their  three  grandchildren 
neri-  call  me  and  ask  me  for  advice  who  live  in  Columbus.  Two 
ions,  and  counsel,"  he  continued,  other  grandchildren  live  in  Texas 
1  for  "Sometimes  I  just  listen,  but  in  a  sense,  they  are  grandpar- 
0.  Sometimes  I'll  pray  w'ith  them  ents  to  every  congregation  in  the 
listry  even  over  the  pnone."  small  cities,  towns,  and  rural 

main  Jan  Cundiff' s  work  often  is  areas  of  South  Central 
t  s  ,  just  as  one-on-one.  She  teaches  Association, 
said.  English  as  a  Second  Language  to  "We've  been  here  12  years," 
astor  Chinese  students  on  Mondays,  a  Stu  Cundiff  said.  "There  is  not 
istor,  Japanese  woman  on  Tuesdays,  one  pastor  in  this  association 
of  and  the  wife  of  an  Hispanic  pas-  who  was  here  when  I  got  here, 
i  n  g  tor  on  Wednesdays.  Weekends  There  has  been  a  complete 


TEACHING  —  Jan  Cundiff  works  with  English’  as  a  Second 
Language  student  Lin  Bao  Zhen  at  a  local  Chinese  restaurant  managed 
by  Zhen  and  her  sister.  Cundiff  is  literacy  missions  consultant  for  the 
State  Convention  of  Baptists  in  Indiana.  (Photo  By  Gibbs  Frazeur) 


ItMVTIlONC 


WELCOME  —  Stuart 
Cundiff  (left)  hugs  fellow 
church  member  Sonny  Brown 
after  a  Wednesday  night  ser¬ 
vice.  Cunfiff  serves  21  church¬ 
es  and  five  missions  as  associ- 
ational  missionary  for  a  10- 
county  region  of  Indiana. 
(Photo  by  Gibbs  Frazeur) 


Missionary  having  impact  on  at-risk  D.C.  kids 


WASHINGTON,  D.C.  —  The  nity  ministries  missionaries  across  the  for  jt  because  I  went  through  it,  I  believe." 
Wednesday  afternoon  Royal  Ambassadors  United  States  and  Canada  reaching  indi-  After  a  stint  as  a  chaplain's  assistant  in  the 
(RA)  session  at  Johenning  Baptist  Center  viduals  with  the  gospel  through  meeting  military,  Garrett  found  himself  back  at 
began  with  the  basics.  physical  and  spiritual  needs.  Friendship  House  serving  in  a  variety  of 

"Give  me  a  verse!"  says  Wes  Garrett,  Garrett  understands  the  impact  a  roles  until  he  was  named  director  in  1989.  He 

director  of  the  center.  "Joshua  1:9  —  Do  not  Southern  Baptist  ministry  center  can  have  became  a  NAMB  missionary  in  1993,  and 
be  terrified,  because  your  God  will  be  with  on  an  individual  because  he  has  experi-  was  asked  to  take  on  the  leadership  of 
you  wherever  you  go,"  one  of  the  boys  enced  those  benefits  firsthand.  Friendship  Johenning  in  1997. 

answers  quickly.  "Psalm  27:1  —  The  Lord  House,  a  Baptist  center  in  the  Newport  The  center  is  historic  in  the  D.C.  Baptist 
is  the  light  of  my  salvation.  Whom  shall  I  News,  Va.,  neighborhood  where  he  grew  Convention,  named  after  home  missionary 
fear?"  says  another.  up,  provided  not  only  emergency  food  and  Anna  Banks  Johenning  in  1959.  Since  his 

If  there  is  a  common  thread  to  those  clotning  on  occasion  but  also  a  broad  range  arrival  Garrett  provided  the  impetus  for  a 
choices,  it  isn't  entirely  coincidental.  Fear  is  of  programs  that  shaped  him  spiritually.  broad  range  of  ministries  focused  on  trans- 
a  significant  issue  in  the  Washington  "It  was  at  a  camp  sponsored  by  the  center  forming  lives  with  the  gospel. 

Highlands  neighborhood  of  Southeast  that  I  felt  God  calling  me  to  go  into  that  type  "Hevs  had  a  great  influence  here, 
D.C.,  where  illegal  drugs  are  the  dominant  of  ministry,"  he  said.  "God  gave  me  a  love  because  he  has  reallv  brought  the  center 
industry.  back  to  life  again,"  said  lone 
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this  work  and  in  fact  if  mv  health  continues 
I  am  going  to  continue  doing  this  work  as 
long  as  I  can,"  Anderson  said. 

As  Southern  Baptist  church  planting 
missionaries,  Tom  and  his  wife  Rhoda  put 
in  a  lot  of  legwork  —  literally.  Whether  it's 
going  door-to-door  in  an  apartment  com- 


American  expansion,  these  tribes  lost 
nearly  a  fourth  of  their  populations  to 
epidemics. 

Anderson  understands  the  chal¬ 
lenges  and  knows  the  importance  of 
Southern  Baptist  mission  work  among 
Native  Americans  because  he  is  one. 


Native  American  missionaries  reaching  out 


McALESTER,  Okla.  —  Tom  Anderson's 
step  isn't  as  swift  as  it  used  to  be,  but  he's 
no  less  determined  in  his  mission  to  reach 
Native  Americans  with  the  Gospel  by  start¬ 
ing  new  Southern  Baptist  cnurcnes  in 
southeastern  Oklahoma. 

"I  can  go  up  there,  but  it  sure  kills  my 
knees,"  Anderson  said  as  he  slowly  scaled 
a  set  of  stairs  to  a  second-story  apartment. 
With  church  flyer  and  Gospel  tract  in  hand 
and  an  engaging  smile  on  his  face,  Tom 
walked  past  a  small  snarling  dog  standing 
in  the  breezeway  and  invited  the  resident 
to  attend  their  new  church  meeting  in  the 
local  chamber  of  commerce  building. 

"I'm  68  years  old  and  I  could  have 
retired  some  years  back,  but  I  enjoy  doing 


Starting  new  Southern  Baptist  churches 
in  southeastern  Oklahoma,  an  area  steeped 
in  Native  American  culture,  has  its  chal¬ 
lenges  and  it's  those  challenges,  Anderson 
said,  that  compel  him  to  stay  on  mission. 

Southeastern  Oklahoma  is  home  to 
more  than  250,000  Native  Americans,  98% 
of  whom  are  unchurched.  The  Andersons 
Nminister  among  five  Native  American 
nations:  descendants  of  the  Cherokees, 
Creek,  Choctaw,  Chickasaw,  and 
Seminole  who  re-settled  in  the  area  in 
the  early  1800s. 

Forced  from  their  homeland 
throughout  the  United  States  follow¬ 
ing  Congress'  passage  of  the  Indian 
Removal  Act  to  make  room  for 


"I  look  at  my  own  life  and  1  see  where 
the  change  has  come,  from  where  my 
people  were  religious,"  said  Anderson. 

"They  did  have  a  religion,  but  we 
didn't  nave  Christ.  So,  I  just  use  my 
own  life  as  a  testimony  as  I  tell  them 
about  Jesus...  I  simply  i 

share  with  them  the  way 
that  they  can  be 
changed,"  he  said. 


plex,  prayer  walking  a  neighborhood,  or 
driving  150  miles  one  way  to  preach  and 
play  tne  piano  at  a  newly  started  church, 
church  planting  requires  some  long  hours 
and  a  lot  of  patience. 

Tom  and  Rhoda  wouldn't  have  it  any 
other  way.  The  Andersons  are  among  the 
missionaries  featured  in  the  2002  Week  of 
Prayer  for  North  American  Missions, 
March  3  -10. 


"I'm  a  product  of  Southern  Baptist 
mission  work,"  said  Anderson,  a 
Choctaw  Indian.  "I'm  a  product  of 
missions  and  I  believe  in  it. 

Anderson  became  a  Christian  when 
he  was  14  at  a  revival  service  in  his 
Choctaw  Indian  village  in  southeast¬ 
ern  Oklahoma,  where  a  Native 
American  Southern  Baptist  mission¬ 
ary  was  preaching. 


Hunger  and  Thirst 

What  is  there  about  being 
told  that  you  can't  have  some¬ 
thing,  even  if  you  really  don't 
want  it,  that  makes  you  want 
to  have  it? 

Recently,  I  was  supposed  to 
take  one  of  those  glucose/cho¬ 
lesterol  tests  that  require  you  to 
fast  after  midnight.  The  instruc¬ 
tions  were  that  if  you  were 
going  to  have  this  blood  test, 
you  were  not  to  eat  or  drink 
anything  after  midnight  and 
the  next  morning  you  could 
have  the  test  run. 

I  thought  to  myself,  "No  big 
deal!"  I  don't  eat  late  anyway 
and  never,  1  mean  never,  do  1 
remember  getting  up  during 
the  night  to  get  some  water.  I 
don't  even  wake  up  in  the 
morning  wanting  water.  So,  I 
thought  this  was  no  major 
problem  for  me  —  nqt  eating  or 
drinking  from  midnight  till  the 
next  morning  when  I  would 
have  the  test. 

Add  to  this  scenario  the  fact 
that  I  really  don't  even  like 
water.  Rarely  ever  do  I  get 
thirsty.  I  hear  these  recommen¬ 
dations  from  dietary  gurus  say¬ 
ing  we  are  supposed  to  drink 
eight  glasses  of  water  a  day. 

WHAT?  Why,  I  would 
drown!  I  can't  drink  eight 
glasses  of  water  in  a  MONTH! 
I  do  know  people  who  actual¬ 
ly  like  water  and  they  just 
drink  and  drink  and  drink  it. 
They  probably  drink  eight 
glasses  of  water  before  noon¬ 
time,  but  not  me! 

Now,  I'm  not  "anti-water" 
you  understand.  I  just  don't 
crave  it  —  that  is,  until  I  was 
told  I  couldn't  have  any!  I 
actually  began  to  think  about 
wanting  water  shortly  after 
noon,  twelve  hours  before  I 
couldn't  have  any. 


‘Directions 


Jim  Futral,  executive  director-treasurer 
Mississippi  Baptist  Convention  Board 


Honestly!  I  began  to  con¬ 
template  midnight  and  I 
thought  about  taking  one  last 
sip  in  preparation  for  not 
being  able  to  take  another  for 
eight  to  ten  more  hours.  What 
in  the  world  is  at  work  in  the 
human  psyche  that  revs  us  up 
to  want  to  have  what  we  are 
not  supposed  to  have? 

You  know,  if  it  were  just  me  1 
would  simply  pass  it  off  as  being 
different  or  weird,  but  it's  not 
just  me  —  it's  every  one  of  us! 

In  fact,  it  started  with  our 
first  parents.  God  told  them 
they  could  have  anything  they 
wanted.  The  whole  garden  was 
theirs.  All  of  the  blessings  in  the 
garden  were  theirs. 

Whatever  they  desired  they 
could  have  —  except  for  one 
tree  in  the  midst  of  the  gar¬ 
den.  They  were  told  they 
could  not  take  of  that  fruit. 
Well,  in  two  shakes  of  a 
snake's  tail,  Adam  and  Eve 
began  looking  with  longing, 
lusting  eyes  at  that  one  tree. 

How  many  trees  and  how 
much  fruit  was  in  that  garden? 
I  don't  know.  I  would  guess 
plenty!  But,  it  was  that  one  tree 
—  tHat's  what  they  wanted. 
And  lo  and  behold,  that's  what 
they  got,  too. 

The  problem  of  wanting 
what  were  not  suppose  to  have 
just  keeps  on  permeating  itself 
within  us.  In  my  case,  with  the 
water,  I  wanted  it  apd  I  wasn't 


even  thirsty  and  didn't  even 
need  it.  I  knew  if  I  had  it,  it 
would  mess  up  the  test. 

Amazingly,  I  had  watched 
that  same  thought  process  take 
place  in  some  man  who  wanted 
a  woman.  He  had  a  wife  and 
knew  if  he  had  the  other 
woman  it  would  mess  up 
everything,  but  still,  that's  what 
he  wanted. 

I've  known  people  who 
wanted  to  take  sometning  that 
wasn't  theirs.  They  rational¬ 
ized  why  it  ought  to  be  theirs 
and  how  much  they  needed  to 
have  it,  though  they  really 
didn't  need  it  and  if  they  had 
it,  it  would  probably  mess  up 
something  else.  Their 
thoughts  got  to  be  so  convo¬ 
luted  that  they  really  believed 
it  was  very  important  and 
even  right  to  do  wrong,  so 
they  tooK  it.  Bad  thinking! 

In  James'  little  book  in  the 
New  Testament,  he  says, 
"When  lust  hath  conceived,  it 
bringeth  forth  sin,  and  sin, 
when  it  is  finished,  bringeth 
forth  death."  Lust,  the  desire 
mechanism  in  us  —  the  "wan- 
ter"  —  the  "I've  got  to  have  it" 
—  drive  begins  to  distort 
everything  we  see  and  twist 
everything  we  think,  until 
finally  it  brings  into  birth  (life) 
a  sinful  act.  Then  we  are  in 
store  for  sin’s  tragic  finale  — 
death.  Sin  kills! 

It  seems  as  though  it  would 


be  easy  for  us  to  experience 
gratification  in  its  proper  time, 
in  its  proper  place,  and  in  its 
God-appointed  proper  way.  It 
seems  we  could  delay  gratifica¬ 
tion,  but  no,  it's  not  as  easy  as  it 
sounds. 

In  fact,  apart  from  the 
power  of  God  in  his  redeem¬ 
ing  Son,  Jesus,  you  can  not 
just  try  to  will  yourself  out  of 
sin.  Only  Jesus  can  deliver 
you.  Only  Jesus  can  keep  you 
from  getting  on  the  train  that 
is  going  to  wreck. 

In  contrast,  wouldn't  it  be 
wonderful  if  our  hunger  for 
things  that  are  good  for  us  was 
just  as  intense!  Jesus  instructed 
us  in  the  Sermon  on  the  Mount 
that  if  we  hunger  and  thirst  after 
righteousness.  We  can  be  filled. 

It  doesn't  seem  to  work  this 
way,  but  what  if  you  and  I  were 
told  that  we  would  have  to  do 
without  the  Lord?  What  if  we 
were  told  we  could  not  spend 
time  with  Jesus  today,  nor  call 
on  him  to  guide  us  and  help  us? 

What  if  we  were  not  permit¬ 
ted  to  be  in  worship  this  Sunday 
.  to  experience  his  love  cascading 
over  our  hearts?  What  if  we 
were  not  permitted  to  ingest 
anything,  whether  it  is  music, 
moments  of  meditation,  Bible 
study,  or  uplifting  fellowship? 

What  if  we  were  told  we 
would  never  again  know  the 
warm  welcome  of  Jesus  to  a 
new  day,  or  the  great  strength 
of  the  Lord  when  we  face  cru¬ 
cial  issues,  or  experience  his 
tender  embrace  wnen  there  is 
no  where  else  to  turn? 

Even  thinking  about  it  cre¬ 
ates  a  hunger  in  my  soul  and  if 
I  could  not  have  him,  I  do  not 
know  what  I  would  do.  May 
God  give  us  the  grace  to  control 
those  passions  that  would 
harm,  and  increase  our  desire 
for  the  things  that  are  right. 


OPENING  MINDS  — 
Rhoda  Anderson  (left)  works 
with  literacy  student  Ruben 
Chavira  in  McAlester,  Okla., 
helping  him  learn  to  read  and 
write  English.  (Photo  By  Gibbs 
Frazeur) 


■  Family  rally 
planned  for 
Phoenix  SBC 

NASHVILLE,  Tenn.  (BP)  — 
Southern  Baptists  have  sched¬ 
uled  their  "first-ever  conven¬ 
tion-wide  rally  to  save  the 
family."  Tom  Elliff,  chairman  of 
the  Southern  Baptist 
Convention  (SBC)  Council  on 
Family  Life,  said  the  rally  will 
be  |une  19,  2003,  in  Phoenix, 
Ariz.,  the  day  after  the  lune 
17-18  SBC  annual  meeting 
there.  The  rally  will  feature 
"the  best  of  the  best”  among 
family  speakers,  including 
breakout  sessions  for  mothers 
and  fathers,  husbands  and 
wives,  students  and  children, 
said  Elliff,  a  former  SBC  presi¬ 
dent  and  pastor  of  First 
Southern  Baptist  Church,  Del 
City,  Okla.  The  Council  on 
’  Family  Life  was  created  during 
•  the  2000  SBC  annual  meeting 
)  in  Orlando,  Fla. 
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Revival  Dates 


CHOICES  A  Life  Altering 
Encounter  will  be  held  at 
Country  Woods  Church,  Bvram, 
March  21,  22,  and  24.  For  addi¬ 
tional  information,  call  (601) 
371-7955. 
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Ground  breaking  ceremonies  at  Belden  Church,  Lee  Association  call  the  church  at  (601)  482-3498. 


A  Single  young  adult 
reunion  will  be  Yield  at 
Magnolia  Cnurch,  Laurel, 
March  2  at  4  p.m.  For  additional 
information,  call  Gail  James  at 
(601 )  649-7878. 


A  new  site  of  Christian 
Women's  Job  Corps  will  be 
located  on  the  India  Nunnery 
Campus  of  the  Baptist 
Children's  Village.  Open  house 
is  planned  for  March  1,  l(J'a.m„ 
at  the  Merrill  Administration 
Building,  805  Flag  Chapel  Drive, 
Jackson.  For  those  interested  in 
attending,  contact  Chrvstelle 
Thames  at  (601 )  922-2242." 


> SBC  to  meet 
in  Nashville , 
Greensboro 


Ground  breaking  cere¬ 
monies  were  held  recently  for 
the  new  800-seat  worship  cen¬ 
ter  now  under  construction  at 
Belden  Church,  Lee 
Association.  Construction  is 
expected  to  be  completed  in 
18  months.  Pictured  (from 
left)  are  Tim  Norris,  deacon; 
Don  Scott  and  Larry  Cole, 
executive  building  commit¬ 
tee;  Don  Baggett,  pastor;  Scott 
Rogers,  assistant  pastor;  and 
Mark  Brann  and  Tommy 
Carruth,  executive  building 
committee. 


The  Southern  Baptist 
Convention  SBC  Executive 
Committee  voted  Feb.  19  to 
make  a  recommendation  to 
the  SSuthern  Baptist 
Convention  that  Nashville  be 
adopted  as  the  site  for  the 
2005  annual  meeting  of  the 
SBC  and  Greensboro,  N.C.  for 
the  2006  meeting.  The  recom¬ 
mendations  will  be  presented 
at  the  SBC’s  )une  11-12  annu¬ 
al  meeting  in  St.  The  Nashville 
meeting  will  be  held  in  the 
Gaylord  Entertainment  Center 
and  the  Nashville  Convention 
Center.  The  Executive 
Committee  will  also  recom¬ 
mend  the  SBC  annual  meeting 
for  2006  be  held  in 
Greensboro.  VC.  but  no  fur¬ 
ther  details  were  released.  The 
SBC’s  last  annual  meeting  in 
North  Carolina  was  in  1916 
when  messengers  gathered  in 
Asheville. 


J&fyutZ 

■^^^■■■H32^HEHEES9IK_-faaSH  preaching  between  two  services 
GAs  of  Immanuel  Church,  Vicksburg,  collected  over  100  canned  at  Parchman  each  Sunday, 
goods  for  the  needv  during  the  holiday's.  Wendy'  Banks  is  the  GA  leader. 

Billv  Brumfield  is  pastor.  Pictured  (from  left,  bottom  royv)  are  (  laire  Ray  Groundbreaking  services 
and  Britlanv  Stauts;  (second  royv)  Savanna  Pritchard,  Samantha  Raner,  for  the  new  muYti-purpose 
Evie  Hilderbrand,  Kristina  Carroll,  Sallie  Ray;  (back  rowi  Haley  Ray,  building  at  Bethlehem  Church, 
Tiffany  Shiers,  Jessica  McCool,  Leah  Emerson,  Megan  Stauts,  tiffany  Walnut,  were  held  on  Nov.  17. 
Carroll,  Anna  Templeton,  and  Cathy  Gordon,  assistant  leader.  A  fellowship  breakfast  was 

held  before  the  service.  This 
ministry  building  has _ for  its 
overall  completion  date  the 
summer  of  2002.  Bethlehem 
Church  was  founded  in  1897.  J. 
Hugh  Nelson,  the  oldest  church 
member  at  age  91,  threw'  the 
first  shovel  of  dirt.  Keith  D. 
SwartXis  pastor. 


March  31 


tion,  computer  center,  and  Cedar  Grove,  Leake  First,  Purvis 

conference  room.  Many  other  Association:  March  1-3;  Fri.  April  3;  Sunday,  11  a.m.  and  6 
individuals  and  families  xvith  and  Sat,  7  p.m  ;  Sunday, 41  a.m.  p.m.;  Mon. -Wed.,  11:30  a.m. 
ties  to  the  church  have  pre-  and  5  p.m.;  Randall  Creel,  and  7  p.m.;  Jackie  Kay,  evange- 
sented  gifts  and  placed  Lake,  evangelist;  Doland'  Babb,  list;  Curtis  Williams,  pastor, 
memorials  in  memory  and  music;  Benji  Sessums,  pastor, 
honor  of  their  family  mem-  t 

bers.  Pictured  are  Gina  Glade,  Laurel:  March  3-6; 

Mashburn,  wife  of  the  late  Sunday,  10:30  a.m.  and  7  p.m.; 

James  Mashburn;  James  and  Mon. -Wed.,  7  p.m.;  Carroll 
Frances  Mashburn,  parents;  Roberson,  evangelist  and 
and  David  Roberson,  pastor  singer;  Mike  Thompson,  pastor, 
of  First  Church. 

_  Calvary,  Pascagoula:  March 

3-6;  Sunday,  11  a.m.  and  6  p.m.; 

Mon. -Wed.,  7  p.m.;  Archie  W. 

England,  professor  at  New 
Orleans  Seminary,  evangelist; 

Paul  Young,  pastor  of  County 
Line  Church,  Laurel,  music; 

Clint  Miller,  pastor. 

Svlva  Rena,  Water  Valley: 

March  10-13;  supper,  March  9, 

6  p.m.;  Sunday,  11  a.m.  and  7 
p.m.;  Mon.-  Wed.,  10:30  a.m., 
lunch,  and  7  p.m.;-  Charles 
Smith,  Duncan,  evangelist; 

|  Steve  Walker,  Pinola,  music; 

Day  id  Sapp,  pastor. 

Old  Union,  Shannon: 

[  March  24-27;  Sunday,  6:30 
p.m.;  Mon. -Wed.,  7  p.m.; 

Albert  Wilkerson,  Ripley, 
evangelist;  Steven  White, 

Memphis,  Tenn.,  music; 

Kenneth  Kelly,  pastor. 


ARMSTRONG 

EASII*  Of  I  (KING* 


IOR  NORTH  AMI  RICAN  MlUIOKt 

Week  of  Prayer  for 
North  American  Missions 


National  Goal 
$52,000,000 


www.anriiearmstrong.cont 


G.  Mashbum,  J.  Mashburn,  TiKMashbum,  and  Roberson 
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DALLAS,  Texas  -  In  college, 
Norman  Flowers  dreamed  of 
singing  opera  under  the  bright 
lights  of  New  York  Citv.  Now, 
nothing  makes  him  happier 
than  teaching  a  bunch  of  Texas 
teenagers  how  to  fish. 

Don't  look  for  Flowers  sit¬ 
ting  on  a  boat  on  a  lake  or 
standing  on  a  river  shore.  When 
he  helps  teenagers  fish,  he  helps 
them  where  it  matters  most  — 
on  their  school  campuses. 

"When  an  eighth  grade  bov 
starts  a  campus  club  right  before 
the  end  of  the  school  vear  and 
starts  w  ith  35  kids  the  first  week, 
and  at  the  fourth  week  there  are 
o\  er  180  students  and  some  stu¬ 
dents  accept  Christ,  that's  awe¬ 
some,"1  said  Flowers,  a  national 
campus  evangelism  missionary 
for  tne  North  American  Mission 
Board  (NAMB).  "That's  what 
keeps  me  going." 

Flowers  and  his  wife,  Lori, 
are  among  the  featured  mis¬ 
sionaries  for  the  North 
American  Mission  Board's  2002 
Week  of  Prayer  for  North 
American  Missions,  scheduled 
for  March  3-10. 

Flowers  works  on  a  Texas 
mission  field  that  includes 
3,248  junior  and  senior  high 
schools.  With  nearly  2.2  million 
students  to  reach.  Flowers  has 
no  aspirations  of  doing  it  alone. 
That's  where  FiSH!  comes  in. 

FiSH!  is  a  strategy  devel¬ 
oped  bv  the  interdenomina¬ 
tional  ministry  Campus 
Revolution  in  close  partnership 
with  NAMB  —  that  uses  stu¬ 
dent-led  Christian  clubs  to 
evangelize  their  campuses.  The 
clubs  follow  a  four- week  cycle: 
Focus  w  eek.  Inspiration  week. 
Share-  week,  and  Hook  week. 


[>resentation,  I  can  see  that  the 
ight  goes  on  and  the  students 
start  thinking,  'We  can  do  this. 
This  is  awesome/"  Flowers  said. 

"These  students  are  asking, 
'Where  do  we  start?  What  do  we 
do?"'  he  added. 

Many  young  people  have  a 
passion  to  reach  others  for  Christ, 
Flowers  said  citing  research  that 
shows,,  students  today  are  the 
most  spiritually  active  in  years. 

"They're  looking  for  some¬ 
thing  to  liv  e  for,"  he  said.  The  ter¬ 
rorist  attacks  of  Sept.  11  have  only 
intensified  that  feeling. 

"Since  the  11th,  there's  a 
hunger  for  why,  there's  a  hunger 
for  how,"  he  said.  "If  students  are 
given  a  direction  and  a  plan, 
they're  going  for  it." 

Whiie  FiSH!  is  one  of  the 
main  strategies  Flowers  uses,  it 
is  not  the  only  one.  Flowers 
also  desires  that  every  Texas 
school  be  adopted  by  at  least 
one  of  the  6,800  Texas  Baptist 
churches.  In  adopting  a  school, 
a  church  commits  to  praving 
that  each  student  at  the  school 
will  be  impacted  by  God's  love 
and  to  encouraging  students  in 
the  church  to  be  campus  mis¬ 
sionaries. 

Flowers  already  has  seen 
adult  Christians  prayer-walking 
at  schools.  Other  churches  hav  e 
used  the  yearbook  strategy,  in 
which  student  photos  from  the 
school's  yearbook  are  cut  out 
and  distributed  to  church  mem¬ 
bers.  The  church  members  then 
pray  for  the  students  through¬ 
out  the  school  year. 

Flowers  also  is  a  resource 
provider  and  encourager  for 
teenagers  and  youth  ministers. 
Whether  students  need  legal 
assistance  in  starting  a  club, 
encouragement,  or  fresh  ideas. 
Flowers  is  available  to  help.  Fie 
mentors  old  and  new  youth 
ministers  and  helps  them  as 
they  undertake  tne  task  of< 
reaching  students  for  Christ 
and  discipling  them. 

He's  also  w'orking  with  oth¬ 
ers  to  develop  more  materials 
for  students  to  use  in  sharing 
train  4,000  their  faith, 
r  Summer  With  a  whirlwind  of  a  first 
jetting  the  vear  behind  him.  Flowers  is 
bout  25,000  ready  for  what  lies  ahead, 
than  2,000  "Now  there's  a  direction," 
litments  to  he  said.  "It's  kind  ,j  ^ 

is  ministry  of  like  we're  just 
beginning. “ 


Miss.  Teen 
chosen  ns 
Panelist 


BIRMINGHAM.  Ala.  (BP - 
lennifer  Martin,  a  member  of 
First  Church,  Stonewall,  is  one 
of  six  voung  women  from  six 
states  who  have  been  tapped 
by  Woman's  Missionary  Union 
iWMU*  to  serve  on  the  2002 
National  At  teens  Panel  and  as 
2002  Top  Teens.  The  youths 
were  selected  by  national 
WMU  staff  from  Acteens 
members  nationwide  who 
applied  to  serve  on  the  nation¬ 
al  panel.  Acteens  is  the  mis¬ 
sions  organization  sponsored 
bv  Woman's  Missionary  Union 
for  girls  in  grades  seven 
through  12.  Selected  to  serve 
with  Martin  were  Nicole 
Beatty,  First  Church,  Humble, 
Texas;  Karla  Kerr,  First  Church, 
Smithville.  Mo.;  Regina 
Bishop,  First  Church.  Doming, 
N.M;  Stephanie  Irwin, 
Tallowood  Church,  Houston: 
and  Meagan  Smith,  First 
Church.  Woodway,  Texas. 
During  .  2002  Acteens 
Panelists  will  provide  leader¬ 
ship  in  state  and  assoc  iational 
WMU-related  meetings. 
Panelists  also  will  serve  as 
pages  at  the  lune  9-10  WML 
Annual  Meeting  and  lune  11- 
12  Southern  Baptist 
Convention,  both  in  St.  Louis. 


GO  FISH!  —  Norman  Flowers  (right)  talks  with  student  Jonathan 
Braun  after  speaking  with  the  youtn  at  First  Church  of  Rockwall, 
Texas.  Photo  Bv  Gibos  Frazeur. 
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ATTENTION  MINISTERS  and  self  FIRST  BAPTIST  CHURCH  OF  CROS- 

emploved.  Finally  affordable  health  SETT,  ARK.,  is  seeking  a  full-time  thil- 
insurance  call  <662-  568-  (4if2 .  Bren's  minister.  Resumes  mav  be  sent  to 

Lnoiervvritlen  bv  the  Mega  Life  &  701  Main  Street,  Crossett,  AR  71635. 
Health  Ins.  Group.  ST.  LOUIS  SBC  CONVENTION  - 

HOPPER  GLASS  STUDIO  -  custom  choice  downtown  hotels,  more  afford- 
church  windows,  reworking  and  repair  able  Illinois  hotels.  Discount  airfares 
-  Cotumbus  lackson  (877' 477-1899.  Christian  Travelers  (800)  972-8952. 
PEARL  RIVER  GLASS  STUDIO,  INC.  www.christiantravelers.com. 
i <300  ”71-3639:  www.prgs.com  New  WWW.GULFSHORESCONDO.COM 
stained  glass  church  windows,  repair  For  rent  by  ownc-r.  (205»  554-1524  or 
and  restoration,  baptistery  murals.  231  *  068-3222. 

CHURCH  PEW  UPHOLSTERY  Free  CHRISTIAN  CRUISE  FROM  NEW 
estimates.  Davis  l  pholsterv.  Quitman.  ORLEANS,  (anuarv  2001.  5  nights  with 
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Baptist  College  News 


Mississippi  College 

Department  of  Music  will  pre¬ 
sent  Daniel  J.  Fenn  in  a  senior 
organ  recital  on  March  5  at 
7:30  p.m.  The  recital  will  be 
held  at  Alta  Woods  Church, 
Jackson. 

The  national  organization 
of  the  American  Chemical 
Society  (ACS)  will  hold  its 
annual  awards  banquet  April 
7  in  Orlando,  Fla.  The 
Mississippi  College  (MC) 
chapter  of  the  Student 
Affiliates  will  receive  a  2001 
Higginbotham  Honorable  Mention  Chapter 
Award.  This  award  is  one  of 
155  awards  given  by  the 
national  ACS  organization, 
from  the  more  th/n  2000  chap¬ 
ters  nationwide.  Attending 
the  awards  banquet  will  be 
the  current  officers  of  the  MC 
chapter,  Melissa  Bagwell, 
president;  Karen  Hand,  vice- 
>resident;  and  Kathryn 
iullivan,  secretary.  Professors 
attending  the  conference  are 
David  Magers,  Ed  Valente, 
and  Anthony  Dribben  of  the 
MC  Department  of  Chemistry 
and  Biochemistry- 


and  serves  as  troop  sponsor  for 
the  Boy  Scouts.  Pictured  with 
Pascale  (left)  is  his  wife  Janet. 


Donald  Higginbotham,  pro¬ 
fessor  of  his- 

tory  a  1 1  *  ^  rV 

University  of  V  sStlll 


•  %  -ft-  '  :■  #  a  M  Jfal  N  o  r  t  h 

on 

the  Unifier' 7 

p-m-  Mnrch 

5,  the 

’A’wS 

b -C.  Rogers 

|  Student  Center  on  the 

jlfM  'if* * ~ Mississippi  College  (MC)  cam- 
iJjpsfe;  ’’  pus.  Ron  Howard,  dean  of  Arts 

an^  Science  at  MC,  describes 
The  Pascales  Higginbotham  as  a  world  class 

historian  whose  work  has 
;  award-  Thailand  and  has  worked  with  transformed  our  understand¬ 
ard  at  the  Red  Cross  in  south  ing  of  early  American  history, 
recently  Mississippi  during  times  of  Higginbotham  bridges  the  gap  p 
College,  need.  An  active  supporter  of  between  the  professional  histo-  Si 
rognizes  the  Special  Olympics,  Pascale 
ition  to  supports  the  Abbie  Rogers 
iscale,  a  Civitan  Camp  and  Christian 
has  vol-  Services.  He  is  a  member  of  the 
)lony  in  Pine  Belt  Enlisted  Men’s  Club 


Romanians 
to  reconcile 
church's  past 

WASHINGTON  (BP)  — 
Seeking  to  heal  divisive  polit¬ 
ical  history  within  its  ranks, 
the  Baptist  Union  of  Romania 
has  decided  reconciliation 
with  its  communist  past  is 
better  than  seeking  political 
or  legal  judgments  against  its 
own  people.  The  initiative  is 
specifically  directed  at  pas¬ 
tors  who  may  have  cooperat¬ 
ed  with  the  secret  police  dur¬ 
ing  the  years  of  communism 
in  which  many  Baptist  pastors 
and  people  were  persecuted. 
One  of  those  persecuted  was 
Paul  Negrut,  now  president  of 
the  Baptist  Union.  Negrut,  in 
a  visit  to  the  Baptist  World 
Alliance  Feb.  5,  reported  that 
Romanian  Baptists  have 
agreed  to  deal  with  their  com¬ 
munist  past  in  a  biblical,  pas¬ 
toral  way.  Each  pastor  who 
may  have  cooperated  with 
the  secret  police  has  been 
asked  to  declare  the  facts, 
Negrut  said.  "Once  that  is 
done,  there  will  be  no  judi¬ 
cial  decision,  but  we  will  deal 
with  this  pastorally  and  for¬ 
give  the  person  and  move 
on,"  he  said.  "Because  of  this, 
there  is  no  tension  from  the 
past  and  we  can  focus  on 
evangelism  and  church 
growtn  as  our  priority." 


NOBTS  bivo  music  class  open  for  enrollment 


Scholarships  are  available 
for  first-time  students. 
Students  already  enrolled  are 
not  eligible.  The  grant  is  limit¬ 
ed  to  one  person  per  church. 

The  fourth  course,  Reading 
Music:  Harmony/Melody, 

will  meet  once  a  week  for  two 
hours  for  eight  consecutive 
weeks  at  the  following  loca¬ 
tions  and  times: 

•  Emmanuel  Church, 

Greenville  —  beginning  March 
25;  7-9  p.m.;  Bobby 

Whittington,  teacher. 

•  Broadmoor  Church, 
Jackson  —  beginning  March  25; 
7-9  p.m.,  Jimmy  McCaleb, 
teacher. 

•  First  Church,  Columbus  — 
beginning  March  25;  7-9  p.m.; 
Booby  Sanderson,  teacher. 

•  First  Church,  Purvis  — 
beginning  March  25;  6:30  -  8:30 
p.m.;  James  Hayes,  teacher. 

•  First  Church,  Booneville 
—  beginning  March  25;  7*9 
p.m.;  LuAnne  Ford,  teacher. 

•  •  Northcrest  Church, 
Meridian  —  beginning  March 
25;  6:30  -  8:30  p.m.;  Buddy 
McElroy,  teacher. 

•  Hernando  Church, 
Hernando  —  beginning  March 
25;  7-9  p.m.;  Barry  Tweedy^ 
teacher . 

•  Tri-County  Associations 
Building,  Columbia  —  begin¬ 
ning  March  26;  6:30-8:30  p.m.; 
Kenny  Adams,  teacher. 

•  Meadville  Church, 

Meadville  —  beginning  March 
26;  6:30-8:30  p.m.;  Chuck 

McMinn,  teacher. 

These  classes  could  be 
offered  at  other  locations  in  the 
state  also,  where  8-10  students 
are  interested  in  enrolling. 

For  more  information,  con¬ 
tact  Jimmy  McCaleb  (601)  292- 
3273  or  (800)  748-1651,  ext.  273. 


Second  quarter  SS  writers  selected 


Gunn,  who  will  be  writing  and  a  1992  graduate  of  Luther 
the  Family  Bible  Study  lessons,  Rice  Seminary  with  a  doctor  of 

is  a  native  of  the  Tylertown  area  ministry  - 

and  is  a  graduate  of  Topeka-  degree. 

Tilton  High  School.  She  holds  a  He  was 

bachelor  of  arts  degree  from  licensed  to  ’» 

Baptist-affilliated  Mississippi  preach  by 

College  in  Clinton,  and  is  tne  Forest  ^  I 

wife  of  Frank  Gunn,  pastor  Church,  W 

emeritus  of  First  Church,  Biloxi.  Forest,  and 

Sandra  Gunn  has  served  in  a  ordained  by 

number  of  capacities  connect-  Hopewell 

ed  with  the  Mississippi  Baptist  Churcn,  Lake. 

Convention,  including  as  a  His  bivoca-  Brumfield 
member  of  the  Committee  on  tional  ministiy 
the  Order  of  Business,  the  began  in  1988  and  continues 
Committee  on  Nominations,  today.  He  has  served  as  interim 
and  the  Resolutions  pastor  at  Goodwater  Church, 
Committee.  Forest,  since  April  1996. 

Duke  of  Laurel  as  bivocational  She  is  presently  serving  as  Brumfield  and  his  wife  Zoe 
pastor,  effec-  an  at-large  member  of  the  have  two  sons. 

Mississippi  Baptist  Convention  . 

Board  and  was  elected  last  fall  The  Baptist  Record  strives 
to  a  one-year  term  as  secretary  each  quarter  to  recruit  Sunday 
of  the  board.  She  is  also  a  mem-  School  writers  that  exemplify 
ber  of  the  board's  executive  Mississippi  Baptists  at  their  Dest. 
committee.  Staffers  and  lay  members  of 

The  Gunns  have  three  chil-  cooperating  Mississippi  Baptist 
dren  and  eight  grandchildren.  churches  can  apply  to  write 
Brumfield,  who  will  be  writ-  Sunday  School  lessons  by  con¬ 
ing  the  Explore  the  Bible  tacting  Tony  Martin,  associate 
lessons,  is  a  native  of  Pittsburg,  editor.  The  Baptist  Record,  P.O 
Texas.  He  is  a  1983  graduate  of  Box  530,  Jackson,  MS  39205-0530 


The  Baptist  Record  is  pleased 
to  announce  that  Sandra  Gunn,  a 
member  of  First  Church,  Biloxi 
and  Robin 
Brumfield, 
interim  pastor 
of  Goodwater 
Church, 

Forest,  will 
serve  as 
Sunday 
Sunday  lesson 
writers  for  the 
next 
months. 


Gunn 


Wyatte  Church,  Northwest 
Association, 

has  called 

Scot!  Rogers  K  & 

as  pastor  effec- 


Jerry 
Guess  has 
accepted  the 
pastorate  of 
Millport 
Church, 
Millport,  Ala., 


tive  Feb.  10.  A 
native  of 
Corinth,  his 
previous  place 
of  service  was 
at  Belden 
Church,  Lee 
Association. 


Duke 
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Life  Way  trustees  approve  technology  post 

NASHyiLLE,  Term.  (BP)  A  seasonal,  two-tiered  room  desiened  to  provide  ereater  euests  in  2001 .  including  1 .283 


~  room  designed  to  provide  greater  guests  in  2001,  including  1,283 
for  LifeWay  value  to  guests  and  to  match  campers  at  Camp  Ridgecrest 
■rs  at  Glorieta,  hospitality  industry  standards.  for  Boys  and  Camp  Crestridge 
;ecrest,  N.C.,  Mike  Arrington,  vice  presi-  for  Girls,  both  at  Ridgecrest, 
be  phased  in  dent  of^  LifeWay's  corporate  He  said  4,400  spiritual  deci- 
iscal  year.  The  affairs  division,  which  includes  sions  were  recorded,  including 
iffering  vaca-  responsibility  for  conference  almost  400  professions  of  faith, 
persons  not  centers,  told  trustees  the  cen-  In  the  revitalization  of  con¬ 
ference  and  ters  at  Glorieta,  N.M.,  and  ference  centers,  Arrington 
•articipants,  is  Ridgecrest,  N.C.  hosted  96,928  reported  completion  at 

Ridgecrest  of  the  Rutland 
Chapel  in  February  and  a  new 
120- room  hotel  with  conference 
space  set  for  a  fall  opening.  At 
Glorieta,  the  renovation  of  the 
Chaparral  Hotel  has  been  com¬ 
pleted,  along  with  a  newly 
designed  recreation  field, 
among  other  improvements. 

Luis  Aranguren,  senior  vice 
president  of  LifeWay 
International,  told  trustees  that 
in  2001  LifeWay  increased  the 
number  of  international  distrib¬ 
utors  of  Broadman  &  Holman, 
Church  Resources  and  Spanish 
products  by  23%  to  530  in  65 
countries.  Additionally, 

Aranguren  said  workshops 
were  conducted  in  33  countries 
training  34,812  pastors  and 
leaders  from  7,788  churches  to 
use  LifeWay  products. 

LifeWay  also  is  training  resi¬ 
dent  national  consultants,  who 
live  in  their  countries  and  who 
are  contract  workers,  he  said. 


and  elected  Tim  Vineyard,  direc¬ 
tor  of  LifeWay's  e-business  group 
as  vice  president  of  the  new  divi¬ 
sion  and  chief  information  officer. 

Ted  Warren,  executive  vice 
president  and  chief  operating 
officer,  told  trustees  the 
agency's  first  quarter  revenues 
of  $103.1  million  were  ahead  of 
the  same  period  in  fiscal  2001 
by  6.8%,  but  under  budget  by 
1.6%.  However,  he  reported 
funds  provided  from  opera¬ 
tions,  or  money  for,  reinvest¬ 
ment  in  ministry  expansion 
after  all  expenses  have  been 
paid,  were  up  $519,000  or  8.3% 
from  the  same  time  last  year. 

"During  a  time  of  recession, 
that  is  really  a  blessing  from  the 
Lord,"  he  said. 

WarreYi  cited  among  chal¬ 
lenges  for  the  year  economic 
recession  and  world  econom¬ 
ics,  the  start-up  of  LifeWay 
Church  Resources'  new  orga¬ 
nization  and  initiatives,  con¬ 
tinuing  work  on  the  Holman 
Christian  Standard  Bible 
translation  and  conference 
center  revitalization. 


Jesus  Christ 


‘Requests  the  Honor  j 
of  your ‘Presence  L 
in  Heaven !  i  * 


You  Can  Respond  Right  Now! 

Simply  share  the  following  prayer 
with  God  in  your  own  words: 

1.  Lord.  I  admit  that  I  need  you. 

(I  have  sinned .) 

2.  I  want  forgiveness  for  my  sins 
*  and  freedom  from  eternal  death. 

(I  repent.) 

3.  I  believe  Jesus  died  and  rose 
from  the  grave  to  forgive  my 
sins  and  to  restore  my  rela¬ 
tionship  with  you. 

(I  believe  in  Jesus.) 

4.  By  faith.  1  invite  Jesus  Christ 
into  my  life.  From  this  time 
on.  I  want  to  live  in  a  loving 
relationship  with  him. 

(1  receive  Christ  as  my  Savior 
and  Lord.) 

But  as  many  as  received  him.  to 
them  he  gave  the  right  to  become 
children  of  God.  even  to  those  who 
believe  in  his  name  I  John  1:12). 

If  you  make  a  decision  for 
Jesus  Christ  today,  contact 
a  local  Baptist  church  for 
spiritual  guidance. 


DISCUSSING  MINISTRY  —  LifeWay  Christian  Resources 
Trustee  Roger  Willmore  (left),  pastor  of  First  Church,  Weaver,  Ala., 
speaks  with  Louis  Hanks,  director  of  Publishing  in  the  Church 
Resources  division,  about  Sunday  School  products.  Trustees  met  in 
Nashville  for  their  semi-annual  meeting,  Feb.  11-12.  (BP  photo  by 
Morris  Abernathy) 


NASHVILLE,  Tenn.  (BP)  —  God  pre-  cial  section  of  the  site,  "Ministering  in 
pared  the  way  for  LifeWay  Christian  Crisis,"  had  b£en  created  to  equip 
Resources  of  the  Southern  Baptist  Christian  leaders  with  resources  sucn  as 
Convention  (SBC)  to  minister  in  a  new'  articles  on  "Helping  Those  Who  Hurt," 
world  even  before  terrorists  attacked  the  "Does  Someone  Need  Your  Ears?"  and 
United  States  last  vear,  LifeWay's  President  many  others.  These  articles  have  been 
James  T.  Draper  ]r.,  told  trustees  in  their  viewed  almost  31,000  times, 
semiannual  meeting  Feb.  11-12.  By  early  December,  a  special  section  of 

"Five  months  ago  today,  we  w'atched  the  the  website  was  created,  "In  God  We  Trust: 
horrible  events  of  the  terrorist  attacks  on  Transforming  America  Through  Prayer 
Sept.  11  unfold  as  we  attempted  to  keep  at  and  Revival,  offering  multiple  resources 
least  part  of  our  focus  on  the  trustee  meeting  on  prayer,  fasting,  and  revival.  More  than 
at  Glorieta,"  Draper  recounted.  "During  that  10,000  pages  have  been  viewed,  along  with 
seemingly  endless,  exhausting  day,  I  neard  1,000  downloads  of  free  material, 
several  of  you  comment  that  we  had  wit-  Other  such  resources  he  cited  include 
nessed  the  world  change.  We  recognized  that  the  December  issue  of  LifeWay's  Facts  & 
our  lives  would  never  be  the  same,  though  Trends,  redesigned  to  include  a  special  sec- 
none  of  us  could  have  known  the  specifics  of  tion  on  the  need  for  prayer  and  revival;  the 
the  changes  we  would  experience.  joint  sponsorship  with  the  North  American 

"Today,  we  have  greater  insights  into  Mission  Board  (NAMB)  and  the  SBC 
the  new”  world  in  which  w'e  find  our-  Executive  Committee  of  a  full-page  ad 
selves,"  Draper  said.  "However,  our  offering  hope  to  readers  of  USA  Today;  the 
understanding  of  what  has  and  is  taking  collection  of  more  than  $20,000  by  LifeWay 
place  in  the  aftermath  of  the  worst  terrorist  employees  and  matched  by  LifeWay  for  a 
acts  in  our  time  will  continue  to  unfold  in  total  exceeding  $40,000  to  support  the  min- 
the  months  and  years  ahead."  istry  efforts  of  NAMB;  displays  of  relevant 

Draper  said  while  LifeWay  has  developed  resources  on  Islam,  prayer  and  related  top- 
new  ministry  resources  since  the  terrorist  ics  in  LifeWay  Christian  Stores,  along  with 
attacks  that  others  were  already  in  process.  the  distribution  of  free  bookmarks  with  the 
"1  believe  God  went  ahead’of  us,  direct-  theme  of  prayer  for  the  nation  and  the 
ing  us  into  new  paths  and  preparing  us  to  world;  and  the  publication  by  Broadman  & 
be  effective  amid  changed  circumstances  Holman  of  a  small  book  by  D.  James 
that  had  not  yet  taken  place,"  he  said.  Kennedy,  "Why  Was  America  Attacked?" 

Among  resources  provided  after  the  More’  impressive,  Draper  said,  are  the 
attacks  were  those  offered  through  wavs  God  led  LifeWay  to  take  actions 
LifeWay's  website,  www.lifeway.com.  before  Sept.  11. 

"Witnin  60  minutes  of  the  first  plane  "We  did  not  know  terrorism  would  soon 
striking  the  World  Trade  Center,  text,  pho-  dominate  our  thoughts  and  our  prayers, 
tos,  ana  a  call  to  praver  were  posted  on  our  but  God  did.  We  did  not  know  that  fear 
website,"  he  said.  '’Ou{  e-business  group  would  become  a  constant  companion  of 
worked  with  LifeWay  Church  Resources  to  our  children,  but  the  Lord  knew.  We  did 
provide  alternative,  crisis-related  Bible  not  know  people  would  need  a  word  of 
study  lesson  plans.  In  the  first  two  weeks,  hope  as  never  before  in  their  lives.  We  did 
the  eight  lessons  were  downloaded  more  not  know  that  churches  would  suddenly 
than  218,000  times,  and  an  additional  6,300  find  themselves  seeking  to  minister  in  a 
persons  viewed  them  online."  new  world.  We  did  not  know  we  would 

By  late  September,  he  continued,  a  spe-  need  to  be  more  effective  than  ever  before 


in  identifying  the  needs  of  people  and 
churches  and  meeting  those  needs,"  he 
said.  "Our  Lord  knew  all  of  these  things 
and  he  was  at  work  at  LifeWay  and  many 
other  places,  preparing  his  people  to  serve 
and  minister/' 

"If  we  hadn't  launched  FAITH  as  a  tool 
to  equip  laypeople  to  witness  and  minister 
four  years  ago  last  month,  we  would  need 
to  do  so  today,"  Draper  added.  "FAITH 
continues  to  grow  as  approximately  51,000 
people  in  more  than  7,800  churches  have 
been  trained  in  clinics.  We  know  even  more 
have  been  trained,  but  not  all  churches 
have  reported  these  figures.  Orders  for 
more  than  200,000  journals  indicate  that 
the  total  number  of  persons  trained  is  per¬ 
haps  four  times  what  we  have  recorded." 
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How  can  I  know  God? 
Webster  gives  one  definition 
of  know  as  to  have  immediate 
experience  of;  to  be  acquaint¬ 
ed  with. 

Knowing  God  sounds 
impossible  and  out  of  reach  for 
us.  There  is  a  time  for  us  when 
we  have  to  believe  what  we 
cannot  prove. 

The  disciples  were  facing  a 
time  such  as  this.  Their  world, 
as  they  knew'  it,  would  be  shat¬ 
tered.  Jesus  had  them  gathered 
in  the  Upper  Room,  obviously 
in  a  secluded  place,  where  there 
would  be  no  distractions.  He 
spoke  with  them  intimately, 
lovingly,  and  tenderly. 

Jesus,  in  his  own  way,  is 
telling  them  what  is  about  to 


what  the  circum-  Gunn 
stances,  they  must  not 
be  troubled  deep  in  their  \ 
hearts.  t 

Jesus  had  such  an  insight  s 
into  their  hearts  that  he  knew  I 
their  faith  had  to  be  strength-  1 
ened.  He  exhorted  them  to  trust 
him  —  just  as  he  trusted  the  J 
Father.  He  further  reassured  ^ 
them  that  he  would  make  heav-  J 
en  ready  for  them,  that  there  t 
would  oe  room  for  them  all,  < 
and  that  he  wanted  them  there  \ 
with  him.  I 

Thomas  then  speaks  for  all  J 
of  us!  He  had  to  be  sure.  He  $ 
expressed  his  doubts  and  con-  i 
fusion.  This  question  prompted  i 
one  of  the  greatest  truths  ever  i 
uttered  by  our  Lord.  Jesus  is  the  t 


way  to  God!  He  is  the 
one  and  only  way  to  fel¬ 
lowship  with  Goti.  Jesus 
is  Trutn!  He  is  perfect 
Truth.  By  the  words  of 
his  own  mouth,  he  is  the 
Life.  Men  have  in  Jesus 
the  only  way  to  God. 

Once  we  accept  him 
this  way,  then  we  have 
i  truth  and  life.  In  fact, 
Jesus  indicates  by  the 
very  next  statement  that  he  is 
the  only  way  to  God,  for  he 
says,  no  one  comes  to  the 
Father,  but  through  me  (John 
14:6). 

The  knowing  of  God,  which 
Jesus  talks  about  in  the  next 
verses,  comes  from  knowing 
Jesus.  These  men  had  spent 
three  years  with  him,  and  still 
did  not  know  truly  who  he 
was.  Would  you  and  I  have 
been  the  same?  In  Mark  12:30, 
Jesus  told  the  scribe  that  the 
greatest  commandment  is.  And 
you  shall  love  the  Lord  your  God 
with  all  your  heart,  and  with  all 
your  soul,  and  with  all  your  mind, 
and  with  all  your  strength. 


All  these  are  tied  together  in 
such  a  way  that  it  is  difficult  to 
separate  one  from,  the  other. 
The  more  we  trust,  love,  and 
believe  him  the  better  we  know 
him.  Since  Jesus  gave  this  as  the 

Seatest  commandment,  then 
is  teaching  is  vital  and  neces¬ 
sary  for  our  everyday  living. 
Since  Jesus  and  God  are  one, 
anything  we  learn  about  Jesus 
will  teach  us  about  the  Father. 
God  has  given  us  all  that  we 
need  to  learn  about  him,  his 
character,  and  his  ways.  Jesus 
was  essentially  telling  his  disci- 

Eles  to  listen  to  him,  to  look  at 
im,  and  believe! 

Now  we  come  to  what  Jesus 
says  our  belief  in  him  will 
enable  us  to  do.  Loving  him, 
emulating  him,  striving  to  be 
more  like  him,  having  the  mind 
of  Christ  —  all  will  empower  us 
through  his  Spirit  to  do  the 
things  Jesus  dia,  and  more! 

Tne  early  Christians  were 
sent  out  into  places  where 
Jesus  had  not  physically  been. 
The  message  of  the  cross  was 
theirs  to  take  to  the  world.  It  is 


ours  to  take  to  our  world.  This 
message  will  accomplish  more 
than  Jesus  could  during  the  33 
years  of  his  life  on  this  earth. 
We  have  the  added  help  of  the 
Holv  Spirit. 

The  great  promise  that  Jesus 
gives  afl  of  us  is  that  whatever 
we  ask  in  his  name,  he  will  do! 
The  qualification  of  that 
promise  is  to  ask  in  his  name 
and  to  glorify  the  Father. 

We  need  to  always  test  our 
praying  by  asking.  Can  I  pray 
this  in  the  name  of  Jesus  and 
will  the  answer  glorify  God? 
We  must  pray  ana  ask  if  Jesus 
were  praying  and  asking.  I 
wonder  now  many  of  our 
prayers  would  hold  up  under 
this  test. 

How  well  do  we  really  know 
God?  We  must  strive  every  day 
to  make  this  goal  first  ana  fore¬ 
most  in  our  lives.  God  wants  us 
to  know  him,  and  he  has  pro¬ 
vided  the  way  for  this  to  be 
accomplished  through  Jesus, 
his  Son. 

Gunn  is  a  member  of  First 
Church,  Biloxi. 


Guidelines  for  submitting  news  and  photographs 


The  Baptist  Record  is  pleased  to  publish 
news  and  photographs  of  special  events 
that  take  place  in  cooperating  churches  of 
the  Mississippi  Baptist  Convention. 

News  submitted  for  publication  in  The 
Baptist  Record  must  be  either  (a)  typewrit¬ 
ten,  (b)  neatly  printed  on  8  1/2  by  1 1-inch 
paper,  or  (c)  neatly  printed  on  standardized 
forms  provided  by  the  newspaper.  All  arti¬ 
cles  must  be  received  in  writing;  no  articles 
will  be  accepted  over  the  telephone. 

News  may  be  submitted  electronically 
to  the  address  below,  and  must  be  con¬ 
tained  in  the  message  segment  of  an  e- 
mail  form.  Due  to  increasing  virus  threats, 


no  text  attachments  will  be  accepted. 
Photograph  attachments  are  permissible. 

Please  make  articles  concise.  Include 
the  who,  what,  when,  where  details  of 
the  story,  along  with  a  contact  person's 
address  and  telephone  number. 


Photographs  may  be  color  or  black  and 
white.  Instant  photos  and  digital  printouts 
are  not  reproducible.  Digital  photos  may 
be  used  it  submitted  as  a  JPEG  file  via 
either  (a)  e-mail,  (b)  three-and-a-half  inch 
floppy  disk,  or  (c)  CD.  Photos  must  be 
clear,  sharp,  and  well-lighted. 


All  news  items  are  subject  to  editing, 
and  all  photographs  are  subject  to  crop¬ 
ping.  News  items  and/or  photographs 
can  be  published  one  time  only. 
Deadline  for  submitting  news  is  one 
week  prior  to  requested  publication  date. 

Articles  that  are  not  date-sensitive  will 
be  published  on  a  space-available  basis. 
Requests  to  return  photographs  must  be 
accompanied  by  a  self-addressed, 
stamped  envelope. 


Submit  news  and  photographs  to  The 
Baptist  Record,  P.O.  Box  530,  Jackson, 
39205-0530.  FAX:  (601)  292-3330. 
E-mail:  baptistrecord@mbcb.org. 


is  to  The 


Explore  the  Bible 

Praise  God 

Ephesians  1:1-14 


By  Robin  Brumfield _ 

This  quarter  we  will  take  a 
verse-by-verse  look  at 
Ephesians.  Before  we  investi¬ 
gate  this  week's  lesson,  let's  get 
a  feel  for  the  book  of  Ephesians. 
It  is  divided  into  three  units: 
why  God  created  his  new  peo¬ 
ple,  what  he  intends  for  them, 
and  what  he  expects  from  them. 
Now,  for  this  week's  study. 

This  lesson's  theme  begins 
with  the  praise  Paul  offered  to 
God  and  highlights  what  God 
(Father,  Son,  and  Holy  Spirit)  has 
done  to  bring  praise  to  himself. 

The  emphasis,  though,  is  on 
God's  creation  of  the  cnurch  to 
bring  praise  to  himself.  Adults 
are  to  praise  God  for  what  he 
has  done  in  creating  his  new 
people. 


This  week's  lesson 
has  four  main  points. 

The  first  comes  from 
Ephesians  1:1-2.  Here  Brumfield 
we  see  the  greetings. 

Besides  establishing  the  tone  of 
the  letter,  the  greetings  prepare 
the  reader  for  several  key  ideas 
discussed  in  verses  3-14.  The 
fatherhood  of  God,  the  grace  of 
God,  and  the  lordship  of  Jesus 
are  key  concepts  that  reappear 
in  verses  3-14.  These  call  for 
Christians  to  praise  God. 

The  second  main  point 
comes  from  Ephesians  1:3-6  and 
is  titled.  Praise  God  the  Father. 
Praise  in  verse  3  can  also  be 
translated  blessed  (KJV).  In  this 
verse  the  main  idea  is  a  call  To 
praise  God  for  his  blessings. 

The  interpretations  of  "chose" 
in  verse  4  and  "predestined"  in 


verse  5  have  two  com¬ 
mon  interpretations. 
One  emphasizes  that  sal¬ 
vation  depends  entirely 
on  God. 

The  other  empha¬ 
sizes  that  God  has 
already  decided  who 
will  be  saved  and  who 
will  not  be  saved. 
Election  is  God's  sover- 
?ld  eign  work  of  choosing 
some  to  believe  as  we 
see  in  Ephesians  1:11. 

Salvation  is  a  work  of  God, 
not  man  (see  Ephesians  2:8-9). 
An  application  of  these  verses  is 
that  God  deserves  our  praise  for 
taking  the  initiative  in  bringing 
people  to  salvation  in  Christ. 

The  third  main  point  comes 
from  Ephesians  1:7-12  and  is 
titled.  Praise  God  the  Son.  The 
terms  "redemption"  in  verse  7, 
"mystery"  in  verse  9,  and 
"bring  all  things  in  heaven  and 
on  earth  together  under  one 
head"  in  verse  10  need  further 
explanation.  These  ideas  will  be 
discussed  in  3:1-13,  so  hang  on 
tight  until  then.. 


Notice  that  to  be  put  into 
effect  in  verse  10,  dispensation 
(KJV)  translates  a  Greek  word 
that  can  also  mean  stewardship 
or  administration.  The  idea  is 
that  God  has  a  plan  for  his  new 
people,  is  working  according  tp 
that  plan,  and  will  see  that  jt.^ 
accomplished. 

Notice  the  repetitive  use  of 
the  praise  of  his  glory.  Thus,  in 
this  view  God  has  created  the 
church  for  his  praise.  This 
praise  that  he  wants  to  receive 
is  an  inheritance  from  those 
who  belong  to  him. 

In  creating  his  new  people, 
God  has  acted  out  of  his  grace 
to  offer  redemption  through  the 
death  of  Jesus  Christ.  An  appli¬ 
cation  of  these  verses  is  that 
God  deserves  our  praise  for 
what  Jesus  Christ  has  done  to 
make  salvation  possible. 

The  fourth  main  point  comes 
from  Ephesians  1:13-14  and  is 
titled.  Praise  God  the  Holy 
Spirit.  God's  spiritual  blessings 
are  based  on  tne  sovereign  elec¬ 
tion  of  the  Father,  the  redemp¬ 
tive  work  of  Jesus  Christ,  and 


the  seal  of  the  Holy  Spirit. 

The  last  part  of  verse  13  is  lit¬ 
erally,  They  were  sealed  in  him 
[Christ]  with  the  Holy  Spirit  of 
promise.  God  is  the  one  who 
seals,  Christ  is  the  sphere  in 
which  the  seal  is  done,  and  the 
Holy  Spirit  is  the  instrument  in 
which  the  seal  is  done. 

Notice  redemption  in  verse 
14.  This  redemption  is  not  the 
release  from  the  guilt  feelings  of 
sin  mentioned  in  Ephesians  1:7. 
Instead,  this  is  the  believers' 
eternal,  ultimate  release  from 
the  presence  of  sin. 

Notice  at  the  end  of  verse  14 
the  words  to  the  praise  of  his 
glory.  What  a  wonaerful  way  to 
end  each  section  of  Scripture  — 
to  the  praise  of  his  glory.  An 
application  of  these  verses  is 
that  God  deserves  our  praise  for 
the  Holy  Spirit's  work  as  the 
guarantee  or  our  salvation. 

Focus  on  our  emphasis  for 
this  week  God's  creation  of  the 
church  is  bringing  praise  to 
himself. 

Brumfield  is  interim  pastor  of 
Goodwater  Church,  Forest. 
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Watch  Out  for  the  Rabid  Rabbit: 

The  Allure  of  Sex  Outside  of  Marriage 


A  friend  of  mine  grew  up  near  Miami 
where  his  parents  often  took  him  to  the 
dog  races.  As  the  dogs  lined  up  in  the 
starting  gate  ready  to 
run  their  hearts  out,  an 
artificial  rabbit  would 
come  around  the  track 
for  the  dogs  to  chase. 

The  announcer 
shouted,  "Here  comes 
Rusty!"  and  the  dogs 
would  chase  that  fake 

rabbit  as  fast  as  they  _ 

could.  Unfortunately,  Yancey 

sometimes  the  dogs 
would  catch  the  rabbit  and  discover  that 
it  wasn't  real.  These  dogs  would  never 
chase  Rusty  again.  They  were  ruined. 

Many  times  people  spend  their  lives 
chasing  rabbits  only  to  find  out  that 
when  they  finally  claim  their  prize,  it  is 
not  what  they  thought  it  would  be.  All 
their  time  and  energy  had  been  spent  up 
to  that  point  trying  to  achieve  their  goal 
only  to  be  disappointed  or  heartbroken. 
Even  worse,  some  people  spend  their 
lives  chasing  fake  ra obits  to  never  catch 
them.  What  a  wasted  life! 

For  many  people,  the  issue  of  sex  out¬ 
side  of  marriage  is  a  rabbit  they  are  chas¬ 
ing.  Some  want  to  catch  it,  some  just 
intend  to  run  fast  enough  to  get  a  close 
look  at  it,  and  some  catch  it.  Those  who 
do  catch  the  rabbit  are  deeply  hurt. 


For  married  adults,  the  allure  of  a  sex¬ 
ual  relationship  with  someone  other  than 
one's  spouse  must  be  weighed  against 
the  dire  consequences  of  that  action.  For 
example,  the  pain  of  deliberately  sinning 
against  God,  the  pain  of  divorce,  separa¬ 
tion  from  one's  spouse,  distraught  chil¬ 
dren,  loss  of  reputation,  financial  difficul¬ 
ties,  emotional  scars,  and  possible  con¬ 
traction  of  sexually  transmitted  diseases, 
are  all  high  prices  to  pay. 

’  Obviously  adultery  is  not  the  only 
cause  of  broken  homes,  but  it  is  a  lead¬ 
ing  factor  in  many  divorce  cases.  The 
effects  of  a  selfish  act  can  be  harmful  to 
children  for  years  to  come. 

Teenagers  are  tempted  from  every 
area  of  society  to  experiment  sexually. 
From  a  scantily  clad  Brittney  to  sex 
being  portrayed  in  70%  of  prime  time 
television  snows,  young  people  are 
growing  up  in  an  environment  of  open 
sexuality. 

Yet  many  are  choosing  not  to  chase 
the  rabbit  of  pre-marital  sex.  Thanks  to 
many  caring  moms  and  dads,  abstinence 
programs,  youth  ministers,  and  teens 
that  havg  a  desire  to  be  pure  before  God, 
the  future  is  brighter  for  all  of  us. 


What's  Wrong  With  Having  Sex  Before  Marriage? 


Nearly  two-thirds  of  American  teenagers  surveyed  who  have  had  sexual  intercourse  wish  they  had 
waited,  according  to  a  poll  released  on  )une  30,  2000.  1 

Okay,  so  you  didn’t  get  pregnant/you  didn't  get  AIDS...  Why  is  it  that  you  feel  so  bad  about  having 
had  sex?  It  is  because  no  one  Has  invented  a  contraceptive  against  gating  hurt. 

How  many  teens  who  had  sex  still  have  each  other ? 

What's  wrong  with  having  sex  witn  someone  you  love  so  much?  Especially  when  you  are  sure  it  will 
last  forever?  Well,  most  teenage  relationships  don't  last,  just  bemuse  their  bodies  were  ready  for  sox 

doesn't  mean  their  hearts  andtheir  minds  were. 

Getting pregnant  and  catching  diseases  aren't  the  onjhApys  that  sex  can  hurt 
Contraceptives  fail  more  often  than  you  probably  imaginaj^kt,  there's  no  such  thin«^aw- 
KS  i  sexj  But  even  if  you  are  "lucky,"  premarital  emotional  scan^^^^t'll 


ave  thought  it  was  love,  butmfms  really  just  sex. 
someone,  it's  hard  to  tell  whar^bu  l&ve  —  the  pc 
(Rnship,  or  even  a  marriage,  with  someone  wnc 
ad  out  if  it's  really  someone  you  can  love. 


way.  If  you  have  to  have  sex  to 

ine? 


Abstinence  —  the  act  of  voluntarily  doing  with¬ 
out  some  or  all  foo<L  drink.  orfither  pleasures. 

AbsiinuncotoittflitfUMI^fanteeti  •■■■'  .i\ « »d 

nregnanqt^HHBH^Ino  man\  other 
lems  premarita^  j. e\  ^ , A  hie 

OF  ABSTlh^NCnSSasworfh  sharing. 

**  r  ' 

The  FkBSDMS  of  Abstinence  | 

Freedom i  frdm  pregnancy  and  sexually  trans¬ 
mitted  diseases. 

Freedom  from  the  problems  of  birth  control. 
Freedom ¥rom  the  pressure  to  marry  Ux>  soon* 
FreedoBfrom  the  pain  of  giving  vour  baby  up| 
for  adoption. 

Freedot|l  from  abortion. 

Freedom  from  exploitation  by  others.  a 


SrXTISTK  s 


rreeaoifl  irum  expiuiuiuuu  uy  wmcu.  ,  ^  u  . 

I  reedom,  from  the  doubt,  guilt,  disappointment,  worry,  and  rejection  that  comes  with  a  sexual  affair. 
I  r<  ■(■(!(  >m  to  be  in  control  of  your  body.  : 

Freedoili  to  get  to  know  your  dating  partner  as  a  person. 

Freedom  to  plan  for  the  future  and  for  the  kind  of  life  you  want  to  live. 

Freedoffto  respect  yourself.  Y®?  ,  . . .  . 

i  n  r,  lom  to  be  unselfish:  not  taking  pleasure  in  sex  at  the  expense  of  your  boyfriend/girltriend 
Freedoto  to  look  forward  to  marriage  and  choose  to  be  chosen  by  the  kind  of  person  you  will 
want  for  the  mother  or  father  of  your  children,  without  worrying  about  his/her  learning  of  your 

Freedonfto  enjoy  being  a  teenager,  with  many  Wends,  and  boy/girl  relationships. 

Freedom  from  severe  pain  when  you  break  up. 

Freedom  to  form  a  Strong  marriage  bond  with  one  person  only  for  life.  Such  couples  can  trust 
each  otbe|«bMJ(»«al^  faithful  in  marriage  because  both  ot  them  have  practiced  resisting 

I  .m't'aSj  itfrer  VOUrSb^Khoof  <fajtinK 'M11  '  after  grownup  With 

pleasure  3 


'I'tfapg.sex  fs  no  guarantee  you'll  stay  together.  . 

Lots  of  teittagenFglve  bRfllfl  nave  sex  to  "keep"  someone.  And  then  that  person  leaves  any¬ 
way.  If  you  have  tohax*  sex  to  Sleep  someone  you  love  —  is  that  person  really  worth  keep¬ 
ing?  p;Aiyv 

After  you1  tehadsexwh  p  someone,  breaking  up  hurts  twice  as  bad. 

When  you  trust  someone  completely  and  then  that  person  walks  away,  you'll  feel  used  in  a  way  you 

never  have  before.  After  all,  you  can  Have  sex  foe  rest  of  your  life,  but  you  can  only  give  away  your 
virginity  once.  If  you  give  it  to  the  wrong  person,  it  won't  take  a  baby  or  a  disease  to  make  you  feel 

terrible.  So  think  about  waiting.  You  may  be  sur¬ 
prised  at  how  good  it  can  feel.  - 


‘What  ‘Does  the  cBible  Say? 

4 

genesis  2:23-25 
1  Corinthians  fafijb- 1 5 ,  18-20 
1  Corinthians  £3:4-13 
1  'Thessalonians  ‘4:3-$ 
.‘Hebrews  13:4 


Sources: 

1  The  Washington  Times.  "Most 
Teenagers  Regret  Having  Sex  Early,  Poll 
Finds."  By  Daniele  Eubanks,  lulv  10-16, 
2000. 

2  "You  didn't  ggt  pregnant...”  U.S. 
Department  of  Health  and  Human 
Services. 

2  "The  Freedoms  of  Abstinence.” 
Distributed  by  Crisis  Pregnancy  Center. 
Clarksdale,  Mississippi,  by  Alice  Kalso: 


If  vou  are  interested  in  receiving 
Christian  Action  updates  via  the  internet 
and  will  share  this  information  with 
friends  and  your  church, 
please  e-mail  us  at  rwoodc"  min  h.org. 
Include  vour  name,  address, 
phone  number,  and  church  name. 


Because  of  extramarital  sex  and  other 
reasons,  the  family  is  deteriorating  in 
America.  Baptist  Press  recorded  that: 

♦  one-third  of  live  births  occur  out  of 
wedlock. 

♦  more  marriages  will  be  dissolved 
by  divorce  than  death  this  year. 

♦  50%  of  children  in  public  schools 

come  from  single  parent  nomes,  with  a 
"300%  greater  chance  for  a  negative  life 
outcome."  ' 

♦  50%  of  couples  filing  for  divorce 
cohabitated  before  marriage. 

♦  the  majority  of  hijjh  senool  students 
now  believe  that  living  together  and 
even  having  a  child  could  be  the  best 
way  to  head  toward  marriage. 


Tennesseans  serving  long  way  from  home 


ch  in  their  own,  the  Ledfords  found  "It  was  scary  to  think  about 
lping  themselves  heavily  involved  a  leaving  your  family,  home,  busi- 
rrega-  few  years  ago  in  leading  back-  ness  and  your  whole  culture 
f  chil-  yard  Bible  clubs  and  other  chil-  and  go  somewhere  else,  but  it 
dren's  ministries  in  the  depressed  was  more  frightening  not  to  go," 
what  areas  of  their  community.  said  Joe. 

;aidi  They  eventually  decided  to  It  is  through  their  expertise 
intil  I  make  tneir  commitment  official  in  children's  ministry  that  the 
"  Joe  by  appointment  as  "tentmaker"  Ledfords  have  found  them- 
sacri-  volunteers  through  the  North  selves  leading  what  has 
seem  American  Mission  Board's  become  a  major  venture  into 
f  are  Mission  Service  Corps  (MSC)  church  planting, 
trance  strategy,  earning  a  living  "When  we  first  went  into  the 
through  their  professions  while  community  our  hearts  just  kind 
l  gave  serving  bi-vocationally  through  of  jumped,"  said  Joe,  "because 
ve  us  their  local  association.  we  recognized  all  of  the  signs 

hat  he  "I  think  we  just  grew  up  with  of  children  —  one-parent  fami- 
esaid.  '  missions,  and  then  we  became  lies,  low-income  families, 
:ed  in  missionaries  in  our  home-  multi-family  housing.  That's 
,  and  I  town,"  said  Linda.  "When  we  what  we  had  been  doing  in 
Id  say  look  back  now  and  see,  at  the  Tennessee." 

time  it  was  happening  to  us  we  The  Ledfords'  original  eight 
i  are  didn't  see  it  as  parts  of  a  whole,  months  ended  long  ago,  of 

naries  but  now  we  can  say,  'Oh  yes,  I  course,  but  they  now  say  they 
;  the  can  see  how  that  was  preparing  plan  to  stay  until  C.od  leads  oth- 
’er  for  me  for  this  now.'"  erwise.  An  emphasis  throughout 

erican  They  went  through  a  period  their  ministry  nas  been  on  disci- 
i-10.  of  questioning  all  that  would  be  pling  and  training  others,  so  they 
U-time  involved  in  leaving  their  home,  are  confident  that  when  they  do 
>  fol-  their  jobs,  and  their  entire  leave  God  will  have  others  pre- 
attem,  lifestyle  to  g Canada,  but  pared  to  continue  the  work, 
active  through  a  continued  series  of  "God  gives  us  the  things  day 
nip  to  confirming  circumstances  they  by  day  to  do  the  things  he  needs 

sibilitv  became  absolutely  convinced  us  to  do,"  Joe  said.  . 

utsid’e  that  the  call  was  from  God.  The  "And  he  gives  us  ^ 

onlv  question  then  became  one  the  equipment  to 
ren  of  of  obedience.  do  it 


SHOWING  THE  WAV  — 
)oe  (standing)  and  Linda  (seated 
far  left)  Ledford  are  leaders  of  a 
team  that  started  King's  Way,  a 
children's  ministry-based  mis¬ 
sion  congregation  in  Montague, 
Prince  Edward  Island.  (Photo  By 
lames  Dotson) 
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TDU  UYA  LCPX  CZ  UYA 
GCPX  ARXDPAUY  ZCP 
AKAP;  ERX  UYBM  BM  UYA 
LCPX  LYBNY  TQ  UYA 
WCMSAG  BM  SPAENYAX 
DRUC  QCD. 

ZBPMU  SAUAP  CRA: 

ULARUQ-ZBKA 
Clue:  D  =  U 

Have  tun  with  cryptography  and 
exercise  vour  Bible  knowledge.  A 
King  lames  Version  Bible  verse  has 
Iteen  encoded  by  letter  substitu¬ 
tion.  The  same  letter  is  substituted 
throughout  the  puzzle.  Solve  by 
trial  and  error.  Answer  to  last 
week's  puzzle:  Mark  One:  Ten. 


Language  missions  strategist  tackles  159  groups 
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SEATTLE  —  Thirty  percent  of  the  1.5  mil¬ 
lion  households  in  Metro  Seattle  are  ethnic  — 
159  different  language  croups. 

That's  Gihwang  Shin's  mission  field. 
Language  new  work  strategist  for  Puget 
Sound  Baptist  Association,  he's  a  featured 
missionary,  w  ith  his  w'ife,  Hye  Sun,  for  the 
North  American  Mission  Board's  2002 
Annie  Armstrong  Week  of  Prayer,  sched¬ 
uled  for  March  3-10. 

Shin  says  his  first  responsibilitv  is  to  be 
Christian.  He's  also  the  husband  of  Hye  Sun 
—  Gift  of  Grace  —  and  father  of  three  chil¬ 
dren,  each  named  Grace  —  Hye  Kang  (River 
of  Grace)  is  10;  Hye  Woo  (Rain  of  Grace),  4; 
and  Hye  Song  (Song  of  Grace),  18  months. 

Hye  Sun  is  a  full  partner  in  ministry.  Shin 
said.  She  has  a  gift  for  hospitality;  the  house  is 
always  filled  with  churcn  leaders  and  their 
families,  and  with  friends  from  many  nations. 
Because  he  is  often  gone, 
she  is  the  main  caregiver 
for  the  children. 

"Actually  1  am  getting 
better  than  the  last  10 
years,"  Shin  said.  "I  have  a 
lot  of  meetings,  but  I  am 
having  more  time  with  the 
children." 

In  his  ministry'  role  Shin 
helps  determine  ethnic 
church  planting  priorities, 
identifies  and  develops 
new  leadership,  and  sup¬ 
ports  and  encourages  pas¬ 
tors  as  they  reach  tneir  cul- 1 
tures  with  the  Gospel. 

"Where  are  the 
unreached  people? 

Everywhere,"  said  Snin, 
who  frequents  area  junior 
and  senior  high  schools 
"just  to  introduce  myself. 

Their  parents  are  working 
hard.  Maybe  the  kids  want 
someone  to  talk  to." 


Puget  Sound's  54  ethnic  congregations.  One 


igregatioi 

of  Tiis  priorities  is  establishing  networks 
among  the  15  language  groups  w'here 
Southern  Baptists  already  are  working.  Fully 
functioning  networks  that  develop  emerging 
leaders  and  locate  church  starting  sites  would 
free  him  to  concentrate  on  unreached  lan¬ 
guage  groups,  he  says. 

Untu  that  happens  —  and  already  it's 
beginning  to  take  place  among  Hispanics  and 
Koreans  —  Shin  w’ill  continue  to  focus  on  all 
159  language  groups.  He  connects  with  them 
on  school  campuses,  at  celebrations,  and  at 
shopping  areas  frequented  by  ethnics. 

His  gentle  scholar's  appearance  coupled 
with  a  polio- inflicted  gait  creates  an  aura  of 
accessibility  and  vulnerability  that  opens 
doors  to  countless  conversations. 

"I  am  not  worthy.  He  considered  me  wor¬ 
thy  and  the  Holy  "Spirit  pushes  me  a  little 


further,"  Shin  said  while 


>reaching  from  I 
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e  preacmng 
Timothy  1:12  at  a  recent  Sunday  afternoon 
Korean  worship  service  in  Oak  Harbor, 
about  two  hours  north  of  Seattle.  Five 
women  and  one  young  girl  sat  in  rapt  atten¬ 
tion  —  the  remnant  of  a  30-member  congre¬ 
gation  before  the  former  pastor  left.  "That's 
God's  grace  on  my  call." 

He  is  "pushed'’  —  in  addition  to  the  con¬ 
tacts  he  generates  —  by  census  bureau 
reports,  oemographic  studies,  windshield 
surveys  to  see  firsthand  the  needs,  and  con¬ 
tacts  made  by  ethnics  to  Puget  Sound 
Baptist  Association. 

Thirtv  minutes  prone  on  the  floor  each 
earlv  morning  prepare  Shin  for  the  day's 
work.  "My  question  is,  'What  can  I  do  for 
you.  Father?"  Shin  says.  "If  I  say  something 
expecting,  I  could  go  wrong.  By  waiting  on 
him  to  show  me  w'hat  he  wants  done,  then  in 
his  timing,  it  works  out. 

"In  starting  churches,  I 
want  to  sense  God's  move¬ 
ment,"  Shin  continues.  "If 
God  moves  ethnic  leaders 
here,  that's  a  good  sign." 

"We  have  limited 
resources  in  Puget  Sound 
Association,  but  bottom 
line,  God  is  not  limited," 
Shin  says.  "You  just  need  to 
plug  into  his  resource." 

'Tart  of  what  I  do  is  to 
encourage  the  pastors,"  the 
language  missions  catalyst 
says.  "I  tell  them,  'You  are 
the  gatekeeper  for  reaching 
the  w’hole  world  for  your 
people.'" 

In  the  same  way.  Shin  is 
the  gatekeeper  for  the  159 
language  groups  in  Metro 
Seattle.  "God  considered  me 


W  . 


trustworthy," 

WELCOMING  —  Gihwang  Shin  (right),  language  new  work  strategist  for  the  Shin  says. 
Puget  Sound  Baptist  Association,  greets  members  of  the  Filipino  congregation  of  "He  empow- 


Shin  also  frequents  Riverton  Heights  Church  in  Seattle.  (Photo  By  Gibbs  Frazeur) 


ered  me.' 
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The  Baptist  Record- 


February  28,  2002 


